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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
SERMON NO. XXIII. 
ON THE DEATH OF FRIENDS. 
I Thess. iv. 13, 14 


“Bat | would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concemming them which are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not, esen as others which have no hope. For if we believe 
shat Jesus died and rese again, even so them also, which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him.” 


One great end accomplished by the revelation of Jesus Christ 1s, 
the certain knowledge of a future state of being. This single doc- 
trine is worthy of all the display of prophecy, which foretold the 
glorious era of glad tidings to all nations. No information could 
be more grateful, more useful, or more important to mankind. It was 
asubject, upon which the enlarged capacities of renowned sages had 
speculated with unwearied, but fruitless labours. From the time which 
they devoted to the subject; from the genius applied to it, and fromthe 
small satisfaction obtained, the inadequacy of the human mind to its 
discovery is manifest. Before the Christian dispensation, all nations 
(except the Jews) considered death as the final conclusion of 
their existence. When they buried the bodies of their friends, they 
also buried their most pleasing hopes. When they looked into their 
tombs, they saw only rottenness and dry bones. These they could 
not imagine would live again.* ‘Their hearts anxiously desired to 
indulge the pleasing hope of continued being ; but they could not 
satisfy their reason. Doubt hovered over al) their ideas. Their 
minds fluctuated to and fro like the waves of the sea; sometimes 
elevated on hope, sometimes sunk into despair. In the strong lan- 
guage of inspiration, they “ had no hope.” A future state of existence 
was no settled belief of Philosophers. How great causé, then, have 
we, as Christians, to rejoice, and to be exceedingly glad! At the 
rising of the sun of righteousness, all the mists and clouds which 
hovered over the dead were dispersed and disappeared. We are 


" At the graves of their defiarted friends, some of them; as an evidence of their 
despondency, when they committed the corpse to the ground, atthe same time, threw 
” branches of cypress. 
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assured that the souls of our friends survive the dissolution of »), 
body, that they shall again be united toa purified and glorious |, dy 
in which the good ae pious, through the atoning blood of the Tye 
dcemer, shall behold the presence of God. Christ, who came 4), » 
the bosom of the Father, and who knew all things, ov told us play, 
ly, that those who believe in him, shall never die. Death wil! “te 
solve this earthly tabernacle. Of dust we are made, and unto dy, 

we shall return, ac cording to the divine decree. But through € bite 
death is swallowed up in vietory. The power of animation wy, 
cease ; the Spirit, which gave life, and motion, to Our materi! 
bodies, shall quit them; but it returns to God, who gave it. 7}, 
righteous enter into peace ; they rest in their beds, cach one walking iy 
his uprightness. 

From these considerations, the Apostle would console the ery; 
of his Thessalonian converts, bereaved of many dear friends. |; 
would seem that they sought for consolation from him. Anxious 
to sooth their sorrows, the Apostle unfolds to them the bless 
hope ofa resurrection from the grave. He does not forbid them tp 
weep, but restrains that immoderate sorrow, which strangers from 
the commonwealth of Israel, having no hope, are accustomed to 
indulge. ** But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, cov- 
cerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not as others whic) 
have no hope. for it we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus, will God bring with him.” 
In these words, the afflicted may learn to what degree they maj 
unblamably indulge grief, and the grounds of consolation. What 
ever the spirit of God has recorded, is written for our instruction.— 
Are any of you atilicted for the loss of dear friends, or near rels- 
tives © Seek not your comtort from man; seek it from God. Look 
into His holy word. It teaches those who mourn, hew to be com 
forted. Inthe text, the Apostle teaches them how to manage thei 
griefs, and how to sooth their sorrows. He inculeates no stoica’ 
inseusibility to the death of friends ; bat he would moderate th 
distress of the survivors by the life and immortality brought to high: 
through Christ Jesus. By the Gospel, we are shewn beyond th 
grave “an inheritance incorruptible, and undetiled, that fadeth not 
away, prepared for those who love the Lord.” W hile we weep [or 
the de id, therefore, our hearts must not be inconsolable. Chr 
tiaiity forbi ds that violent grief which unfits us forthe duties of our 
station, as well as that silent, but pensive melancholy, which in- 
pairs all the animal functions. But she neither attempts, nor wishes, 
totally to suppress the tender sensibilities of the human heart. “be 
commands us to weep with those who weep. If it, theretore, 
comes us to sy mapath ise in the sorrows of others, it cannot, surely, 
be wrong to weep for our own afflictions. The attWor of our holy 
religion has taught us to lament our departed friends. When the 
sorrowing sisters of Lazarus met him, he neither reproved ther 
tears, nor advised them to dry them up % But he wept with then 
when he came to the grave in which the hody of his friend was 0 
The way, the truth, and the life, acquainted with the state of th 
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dead, wept. Afflicted children of humanity, you may, therefore, 
ynblameably weep for your dead ; yet, let not your grief prey con- 
tinually upon your Spirits. Let it not impair your health, o1 the 
moral purpose of your being, Let it not muke you negligent of 
your duties. “ If we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
-o them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” ‘This 
important information, should make our deportivent « ntirely ditier- 
ept from that of the ignorant heathen ; they had no hope of a future 
life, but we, thanks be to God, we have not only hope, but positive 
assurance. ‘T'o us, the future condition of man is fully made known. 
The Son of God lias opened to our view the most cheering pros- 
pects beyond the grave. He gives us nota faint, but a sure and cer- 
tain hope of another world, in which our spirits shall live. ‘Though 
the lifeless body is laid in the dust, the soul survives, and is trans- 
lated to a more pure, and pertect state. The language of Christ, 
with respect to Lazarus, is remarkable. When his omniscience knew 
that he was dead, he spoke of him as taking rest in sleep, so that his 
disciples supposed him to be asleep indeed. But Jesus meant by 
sleep, death ; because death is, indeed, only a prolongation of sleep, 
When he calls him back into life, the same person appears. At his 
Almighty word, Lazarus came forth. ‘The identity of person was 
restored to his weeping sisters. In unison with these sentiments, 
Christ promised the penitent thief, that, on the day gf the erucifix- 
ion, he should be with him in the paradise of God. When the 
beggar died, angels immediately conveyed his soul into the place 
where Abraham was, and he reclines on that Patriarch’s bosom.— 
A voice from heaven accordingly declares: ‘ blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord, even so saith the Spirit, for they rest from their 
labours, and their works are with them.” They quit a world of vanity 
and vexation of spirit; a world of sin and sorrow ; they enter upon 
a state of ease, of peace, of happiness; they go to that God who 
made them; to that Redeemer, who shed his blood to make them 
heirs of everlasting glory ; to that Spirit who sanetified them, and 
by his gracious influences purified them, that they might be ‘* meek 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light; and yet, this is 
hut a foretaste of that great, and everlasting joy, which the same 
individual, after the union of soul and body, after the final judg- 

ment, shall have in fruition. When that awful day arrives, when 

this world melts with fervent heat, and is dissolving, the glorious 

tedeemer, the Lord himself, shall descend from heaven with a shout, 

and the voice of an archangel, and the trump of God. These shail 

penetrate the deep receptacles of the dead. The mouldering parti- 

cles, and the dry bones, shall be moved by the sound. “ The earth 

and the sea shall give up their dead ;” “ they that dwell in the dust 

shall arise and sing.”” That body, which “ was sown in dishonour, 

shall be raised in glory, that body which was sown in corruption, shall 

be raised in incorruption ; that which was sown in weakness, shall be 
raised in power ;”° it wag an animal hody, tt will be a spiritual body. 
Vor the Lord Jesus Christ “ shall change our vile body, that it may 
ve fashioned like unto his own glorious hodv, according to the 
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mighty working, whereby he is able to subdue all things unto hin). 
self.” When these wonderful effects have been wrought in ,, 
“when this mortal shall have put on immortality,” then shall tho, 
who had slept in Jesus, join those, who are found alive, and 
risen and the changed shail ‘* meet the Lord in the air.” This hap. 
py union shall never be dissolved. It is a glory, a happiness, whic), 
the saints of God shall enjoy from everlasting to everlasting. fo, 
the Spirit of Truth proclaims ; “so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
l'rom these glowing descriptions of the sure and eertain happines. 
of those who “sleep in Jesus,” the Apostle direets Christians \, 
time of trouble, when the mourners weep for those who are not, tp 
assuage the sorrows of the afflicted, “ wherefore,” says he, * eo. 
fort one another with these words.” Let this hope of immortality, 
the future re-uniea of soal and bedy, and the future recognition of 
each other, afford your distressed hearts consolation. The dex), 
of the pious may be no blessing to you; it may be a positive ey;j- 
it may deprive you of many pleasures, many comforts, many joys; 
it may bring you into want. But it is great gain tethem. ft trays. 
lates them from earth to paradise ; it carries them into the society 
of those friends and relatives, who had already gone before thew, 
When these ideas occupy your minds, they must reconcile you to 
the afflicting dispensations. “ The Lord gave, and the Lord hu) 
taken away.” The same infinite goodness which brought them 


into being, has taken them out of this world. His goodness is iuii- 
nite, and so is his wisdom. He made them to be happy ; tt must be 
for their good that he has removed them. For “ right dear in tlhe 
sight of the Lord, is the death of his saints.” Is a mother’s love 


strong towards her infant son ? Would she allow any evil willingly 
to happen to him? Is not God really and truly our father? Are 
we not the workmanship of his hand? Did he not create us? Did 
he not give his Son, his only Son, to die upon the cross for our sal- 
vation? Think ye, that he loves any of us less than a mother the 
son of her bosom? ‘ Can a woman forget her sucking child, tha 
she should not have compassion upen the fruit of her own body !— 
Yea, they may forget, yet can Lnot forget my children.” “Lori 
thy willin all things, not mine be done. Do unto thy servant whit- 
soever seemeth good in thy sight.” Let this mind be in you, which 
was in holy Job, good old Eli, and in him, who hath left us an e1- 
ample, that we should treadan his steps. Mourners, be ye cow- 
forted with the hopes of immortality, and trust in the goodness 0! 
God. “ Let not your hearts be troubled: you believe tn God ;” you 
believe in his Son, Jesus Christ. Look not at the loss which you 
sustain ; but atthe good which the deceased has acquired. kt maj 
he expedient for you that your friend should be taken away. Fu! 
him, it was certainly better to depart, and to be with Christ. Do you 
love the departed? Would you wish to enjoy his society % Strive 
to “walk inthe laws and statutes of the Lord blameless.” “ Work 
while it is day, the night cometh, wherem man can work.” Be 
careful to “lay up a good foundation against the time to come. 
Let your faith lead you into that way, which leadeth unto hile eternal. 
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Repent, and turnto God. “ Do works meet for repentance.” Let 
the melancholy instance of mortality, which has recently taken you 
ynawares, and broken upthe fountains of grief in your bosoms, teach 
vou how frail the nature, and uncertain the days of our life, while 
you thus contemplate your “ latter ead, apply your hearts unto Wis- 
Jom.” Prostrate yourselves before the throne of the Almighty ; 
humbly confess your sins ; steadfastly purpose to amend your ways 
and yourdoings. Bring under review, in imagination, the closing 
scene of your own life ; and whatever you would then wish to have 
done, do it quickly. The present moment is in your power; “ you 
know not what a day may bring forth.” Give diligence, therefore, 
brethren, “*to make your calling and election sure.”” For every 
man that hath this hope in him, purifieth himself, even as Clirist is 


pure. 


— LA 


BISHOP RAVENSCROFT ON EPISCOPACY. 
[ Continued from page 76 of the March No.} 


Assuming then, till better informed, that the fact is against you, 
I now return to the course of reasoning you have adopted in sup- 
port of parity, or rather, in opposition to Episcopacy. Page 643, 
you ask, ‘* Does Episcopal in contradistinction to Presbyterial or- 
dination, enter into the essence of the Church of Christ?’ To this 
I answer, without the slightest hesitation, that it does, and for this 
plain reason—because I believe the one to have a divine and verifi- 
able commission to ordain, which the other does not possess. And 
if, according to your own acknowledgment, p. 637—Divine right is 
essential to the validity of ministerial acts, the authority to ordain 
must be of the essence of the Church of Christ, and in such sort 
essential—that with it there is a Church, authorized for the high and 
holy purposes of this Heaven-appointed institution, without it there 
isnoChurch. If this is not so, [ cannot see what possible purpose 
a divinely instituted ministry, or a Church, or sacraments, are to 
answer. All reliance upon them, as revealed means of grace in the 
salvation of sinners, and as grounds of assurance to the hope of be- 
lievers, must forever rest on the fact, not on the imagination, that they 
are divine. The sacraments of the Church, are the seals of God’s 
covenanted mercies. ‘These sacraments must be administered by 
men; and by what men, can no otherwise be determined than by 
the verifiable authority of the head of the Church, transmitted through 
his Apostles. To the case you put in the same page then, in the 
following words— 

“If we suppose two men ; one, with barely as much religion as 
to afford evidence that he is a Christian, who receives the sacrament 
from an ungodly, foxshunting parish priest, and another of the high- 
est piety and spirituality, who receives the sacrament from such a 
man as Philip Doddridge or Samuel Davies—are we to believe that 


' 
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the former has a divine warrant to hope for salvation, and that the 
other 1s cast off without any scriptural hope of mercy :” 

I answer in the words of the 20th Article. “ Although in the Visi. 
ble Church, the evil be ever mingied with the good, and some;,)). 
the evil have chief authority in’ the ministration of the word and 
sacraments, yet tor us much, as they do not the same in their ow 
naine, but in Christ’s, and do minister by his commission and autho. 
rity—we may use their ministry, both in hearing the word of God, 
and in receiving the sacraments. Neither is the effect of Chris. 
ordinance taken away by their wickedness, nor the grace of Goi’; 
gifts diminished from such, as by faith and rightly do receive tip 
sacrameuts ministered unto them, which be effectual, because of 
Christ’s institution and promise, although they be ministered by ey) 
men.” 

To this answer you do in effect subscribe, by the declaration 
which immediately toliows the case you put. ‘* Certainly (say you) 
we do not limit the validity of a Christian ordinance to the worthiness 
of him who administers it.” Yet you certainly have put a case, which 
favours strongly the conclusion, that the piety of the administrator 
is a substitute, and a safe one too, for authority to administer, aud 
as such it will be taken by nine-tenths of your readers, notwith- 
standing your feeble declaration by way of offset. But to show the 
fallacy of this conclusion, and strip the case of its power to mislead 
the ignorant and unreflecting—I ask you, to what is the recipient of 
a sacrament to refer for assurance, that the application of water in 
the name of the Trinity, or the reception of bread and wine as me- 
morials of Christ’s death—are sacraments, are means of grace, are 
valid and effectual transactions with God in the infinite interests of 
salvation ° What isthe Presbyterian ground of assurance that the 
sacraments are sacraments ? Step from under your veil, and let us 
know on what ground your people rely for confidence, that in the 
ministrations of religion, the sanction of the Almighty is with the 
actings and doings of those who call themselves his servants and 
ministers? We shall then be able to form a just opinion of the ef- 
fect intended to be produced by this insidiously constructed case. 
But to sift it thoroughly, and counteract its injurious tendency—I 
ask you, what constituted the difference between your pious cou- 
municant, and either Doddridge or Davies? Whence had either of 
these a right to administer to him, which he had not to administer to 
them? Was it their piety or their learning, or the choice of their 
respective congregations, which made the difference? Was it 4 
compound of all these, with thé ordination they had received * Was 
it their Ordination itself? Was it any confidence or persuasion of 
mind i e recipient, that they were really lawful ministers 0! 
Christ, acting by divine authority ? What was it, in your opinion, 
which gave to the bread and wine, administered as memorials o! 
Christ’s death, by Doddridge and Davies, a sacramental character ! 
If you say, as you must do to keep clear of a greater difficulty, that 
the divine right conferred by their ordination, constituted the differ- 
ence between them, and the equally pious recipient, I agree with 
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the you, provided it was an authorized and scriptural ordination—other- 
wise; their jiimisterial ucts, were Worse than mere Nutiilies. i lus 
Is}- your overwhelming cuse brings us to wher We must for ever resort 
me to ascertain the validity of ministerial acis, viz. the authority by 
uid _ which they are periormed, Nor is there in the compass of posstbi- 
Wa lity, any other way to determine between a sacrament, and the pro- 
ho- fanation of a holy mystery ordained by Christ himseli, and instituted 
od, in his church as a means of grace, a seal and pledge of coveuanted 
at's mercies. 
d's if then, the ungodly, fox-hunting parish priest, was truly and 
‘he scripturally ordained, his ministrations are valid, and the recipient 
of has to answer for his own qualifications, according to which will 
vil | the effect of the sacrament be. Whereas, if Doddridye and Davies, 
were not truly and scripturally ordained, their piety can avail noth- 
on ing, as to conferring a sacramental character upon their acts.—It 
u) sivesthem no authority to bind and loose, to receive or reject, to 
SS and from the communion of saints, in the saeraments of the Church. 
hi Their sacramental acts, however decently, orderly and solemnty 


celebrated, p. 642, possess no character, whereby the relation of the 
recipient to the covenant engagements of God, is validly and efli. 
eaciously marked. 

* * * * * * * 

To your first inquiry—‘‘ Is authority, and succession from the 
Apostles necessary to establish the validity of any ordination?” I 
answer, unqualifiedly in the affirmative—they are not only necessa- 
ry—but essential and inseparable. The authority of Christ is the on/y 
warrant to actin his name; and succession from his Apostles, the 
only satisfactory evidence, that any man, or body of men, are pos- 
sessed of this warrant. And from the very nature of things, minis- 
terial commission and authority, can no otherwise be so verified, as 
to be consistent with assurance, as to the validity and efficacy of 
religious ministrations in the name of Christ. ‘The ministry in the 
Church is a substitution for the Lord Jesus Christ in person— As 
though God did beseech you by us, we pray you in God’s stead,” says 
the Apostle—nor can the ingenuity of all the dissenters upon earth, 
propose or provide (miracles excepted) another method, equally 
conclusive and satisfactory. If, however, they think they can do 
this, let us look at it, and try its worth. 

sut as this cannot be done—as three hundred years of the most 
persevering ingenuity and unwearied research, has advanced no 
farther than to reiterate objections, and renew assertions, which 
have again and again been answered, refuted and disproved, and 
you continue to harp upon the same string—I must buckle on my 
armour, and go forth against this Goliah of dissent. ; 

“ We doubt, (say you) whether the best ecclesiastical historian 
upon earth, can trace an ecclesiastical pedigree back, through each 
successive age, to the Apostles.” Indeed! then is there no such 
thing as a Christian minister of any order, or a Christian Church of 
any name, or Christian sacraments, or Christian religion in Europe, 
or America certainly—perhaps not in the world. For such is the 
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inevitable result of your doubt, if you can make it good. 4),. 
what a Japanese temper must this parity possess, that will even |.) 
itself to slay its adversary. But thisis only a doubt of yours—,, 
order then to clear it up, as far as is in my power, I shall reques 
your attention to the following facts and arguments, the substane 
of which I have extracted from Mr. Lestie’s discourse on the quali. 
fications requisite to administer the sacraments ; an author with 
whom, as a theologian and a controversialist, you are doubtless ge. 
quainted. 

That the succession from the Apostles of the Lord Jesus Chris, 
in the Protestant Episcopal Chnrch of Great-Britain, and conse. 
quently of America, has been traced, and the individuals throug) 
whom it runs, named, both through the British Bishops, from ¢\, 
first planting of Christianity in that Island, before the close of th 
first century, and also through the Bishops of the western or Latiy 
Church, down to the present day, is a matter of notoriety to ever 
student of Ecclesiastieal History—and however the lists therein 
given may be doubted or disputed, there is such weight of testimony 
in their favour as can only be overcome by Contrary evidence.— 
From the ancient British historians two things are clear—First, the 
line of succession in that Church, is traced through the Bishops and 
not through the Presbyters. Secondly, this succession is traced by 
these historians through the Archiepiscopal See of London, unt 
the arrival of Augustine the Monk in Britain, in the seventh centu- 
ry—after which, the See was removed to Canterbury, through which 
itis subsequently traced. And not only the ancient historians of 
Britain, but those also, of all other countries where Christianity 
was planted, do shew, without exception, that the government of the 
Church of Christ, was Episcopal and not Presbyterial. There nol 
heing a record extant, nor even an intimation in any historian, of a sin- 
gle Church, in any country, founded and governed on the Presbyterian 
principle, previous to the 16th century. 

That Bishops were found in all branches of the Church of Christ, 
without exception, before the reformation, is prima facie evidence, 
that such were the chief officers of the Church from the beginning: 
nor can this testimony be overthrown otherwise, than by sufficien! 
proof of the fact, that at some particular time, the Church was cou- 
stituted on some other principle than that of Episcopal rule and 
superintendence. Suppsse then it be admitted, that some of the 
smaller branches of the Church are unable to show the succession 
of their particular Bishops from the Apostles—yet if the majority, 
rie | Sa larger and more noted ones—such as Rome, Antioch 
Alexandria, and other once famous Churches, are able to do this, ! 
is a sufficient proof for all the rest ; because they all stand upon the 
same authority, and are all derived in the same manner—and it rest> 
with those who deny the succession, to assign the breach, and prove 
it by sufficient testimony. It being the dictate of reason and com- 
mon sense, as well as a maxim of law, that if I am in possessi0?, 
wy title is held to be good, until by proper evidence it is shown to he 
unfounded.’ In such a ease, asserting a defect in title is nothing ' 
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the plirpose, nor will the most specious assumptions, or ingenious 
easonings avail any thing, gmthe absence of facts sufficiently pro- 
ven. Itwere an easy matter for me to present you with the succes- 
sion, under which the Epigcopate in this country claims and holds 
apostolic authority. ' I could extract it from Mosheim, from the 
Gospel Messenger, printed in South-¢ arolina, or from a little work 
(which perhaps you have ) called the, Trial of Episcopacy—but 
as vou have no @oubt ac to some of these, and it would need- 
lessly swell this pamphlet, I decline it at any rate in the body of the 
work. Well persuaded I am, that youssiand in no peed of infor- 
mation to this point, amd could you haye succeeded in assigning 
and supporting @ breach in the chain of Episcopal succession, it is 
hardly to be supposed that you would have let this opportunity slip, 
ud contented yourself, as all ‘your predecessors have done, with 
bold but unsupported assertion, erroneous quotation, and mere de- 
elamation. How comes it to pas§, pray, that m three hundred years 
of controversy on this subject—not one,of you have been able to 
bring forward any thing worthy the name of proof either for parity, 
as a matter of fact, or against impagity as a fact. Surely, on so 
momentous a subject—if this has not been done hitherto, we may 
safely conclude that it cannot be done at all. But suppose you could 
succeed in scattering Episcopal succession to the winds, what would 
you gain by it? Would the divine right of Presbytery be thereby 
established? No, by no means. That would still remain a substan- 
tive proposition to be established»by its proper proofs, against Con- 
cregationalists, Independents, and names without end. And if 
doubt and difficulty and even failure, as you insinuate, attends the 
succession in the line of Bishops, how much more intricate and 
unsearchable must it be to hunt it through the line of Presbyters ? 
Your whole gain then would be demolation, of such a thing asa 
Christian ministry’in Europe, Asia, and’ America—and unless we 
could recover it again in the wilds of Hindostan, (where I should 
certainly go to find it) (*) faith méfst fail, and certainty and assu- 
rance perish, from the hope of man. 

Of the same felo de se description, is your poor resort to papal 
excommunication, as an argument against Episcopacy—* Does not 
every body know, say you, that #he whole reformed Church, Bish- 
ops, Presbyters and all, were excommunicated by the,Church of 
Rome, from which they received ordination.” And what then? Do 
Presbyterians regard it ? If not, why should Episcopalians ? The ob- 
jection might have some weight, if brought forward by a Papist, but 
by a Protestant of the purest breed, I confess I do not see bearing 
onthe present question, unless to cast us all back into the arms of 
the Pope. ( To be continued.) 

3 


(*) The reader is directed to a work republished in this country under the title of 
( iritian Researches in Asia by the Rev, Claudius Buchanan, D. D. for a very inter- 
"sing accouptof a numerous body of Christians, Episcopally constituted, in the 
merior of India But as the support thereby given to the cause of Epis¢opacy, was 
‘upposed by some one too strongefur the interesis of parity—an edition was 
published some vere North, with the same Wane: in which, all that related 
'o the Episcopal charaéter of the Syrian Christians, is suppressed—a full edition, 
vas published in New-York i 1812, by Richard Scott. 
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EXTRACTS FROM BISHOP GRISWOLD’S LAST ADDRESS TO THE CONVENTIOx 

" . 
OF THE EASTERN DIOGEss. 


[Continued from page 86 of the March No.} 
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With the view of inviting more partietlar attention to the following 
valuable remarks, we have arranged them under proper heads. 


On Love and Unity.— Another topic on whieh duty compels me to a4 
precept upon precept, is love and unity among ourselves, * Love is the 
fulfilling of the law ;” ner can any one walk as a Christian who does iyo 
* follow after the things which make for peace.”” As we regard the inte. 
rest of religion and the prosperity of the Church, let every thing like party 
spirit be avoided. Few things can More deeply injure the (hurch than 
those censures and criminatiens which directly or indirectly are too often 
cast upon particular descripons of eur brethren. Happily in this diocess 
unanimity has thus far prevailede We know yet from experience but little 
of those distinctions which are oftener made than fairly understood ; and 
which, except they are made with caution, and in love, lead to enmity and 
discord. It is among my greatest comforts that.our people in this diocess 
are so noited in allyessential points of sound doctrine, and good order.— 
They are faithful} it is believed, in declaring the whole counsel of God. 
And in none of the United States is there a more conscientious attention 
to the rules and restrictions prescribed and laid upon them by those in 
authority. And in these things we hope’and pray that they will ever per- 
severe. Supposing, what many believe, that some few of these restric- 
tions are to say the least, injudicious, and that in some degree they prevent 
our usefulness, and the growth ofour communion, still submission to them 
is the less evil. Almost wait ont at the expense of peace and union 
would be dearly bought.” “ Truth isef an awfi! presence, and never to be 
iusulted by direct opposition 3 bu@even truth is sometimes content to re- 
main unnoticed, while we of our respects to her sister charity.” The 
present is an age of scrutiny, investigation and eager attempts at improve- 
ment in every thing. ‘This makes it necessary that Christians should be 
cautious, lest novelty and chauge be mistaken for improvement. _ In reli- 
gion there is no improvement possible but that of being more and more 
conformed to the perfect standard of God’s word ; which is the religion ol 
Protestants. kor such improvement there is no doubt still space abundant, 
both in Churches and individuals® And if we are béhind others in restor- 
ing the ; < t ministrations te their primitive simplicity and truth, our 
numbergwill be few. Our duty is to follow after charity, and chiefly to 
take heed, each one 'to himself, that our life be orthodox, and our hearts 
evangelical. Let each one of us exé@reie his ministry, and perform his 
duty inthe Church accérding to the wisdom and grace given him: and 
be excéedingly cautions how we censure our Christian brethren, or “jude 
another man’sServant.””,. We cannot be truly disciples of Chfist, except 
we “follow peace with a URpen .”” ae is species of persect- 
tion, as unchariiable in SBature, and perhaps as . in its effects, 
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as burning at the stake. . It is one of the blessed signs of the times that the 
ave of persecution, Is swiftly passing away The Lord we trust, is pour- 
ing out upon his Church a spirit of Evangelical truth and love, which its 
opposers willmot be able wholly to gainsay or resist. ‘The disciples of 
the meek and humble Jesus, are becoming more sensible that they are in- 
deed brethren; connected by the most endearing bonds of affection, and 
they are becoming more disposed to unite in whatever will promote the 
glorious cause,—the stupendous work of our common salvation. The 
prifection of Christianity is that love which worketh no ill, and for that let 
us strive 

On Liberality. —But while we follow peate with all men, exercising 
ynbounded charity toward§ others, we are bound to be strict with our- 
celves, and to stand fast in the true faith of Christ. At the present time 
iberality isa word which seems to be substituted for charity ; and it be- 
hoves us to beware lest it should be a “ wolf in sheep’s clothing.” If it be 
indeed charity, we cannot tao much esteem and follow it. But Christian 
charity neither requires nor admits ofany laxity in our faith or practice. — 
li does not consist in word and tongue, but im deed and truth. Sectarian 
love, praising and extolling our own patty, and those who agree with us in 
sentiment. while we (indirectly at least) stigmatize, or cast a shade over 
others, isthe reverse of charity. Indifference respeeting articles of belief, 
isnot charity. ‘To suppose it anessential what Church we belong to, and 
what doctrines and manner of worship we gembrace, is not charity: we 
must believe what God has taught, and we must worship him in spirit and 
intruth. It isnot Christian charity to suppose that wieked men or unbe- 
lievers. because they fell in afavourite war, or have beempopular and un- 
successful in their politieal career, are therefore sure of heaven. Charity 
indeed hopeth aléthings ; and it is not her province to judge what is the 
state of those who have departed this life :—she resigns them to the hands 
of a righteous God. Her concern is with the living ; and the living she 
will never deceive with a false hope ; sh faithfully teaches that the way 
of life eternal is “ repentance toward God, and faith toward the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” . * 

Oa Creeds.—It is one, anda very distinguishing mark of what is called 
liberality to denounce ote against creedS'and articles of faith. What 
is said upon this subject has undoubtedly excited prejudices against our 
Church, and impeded our labours. On both sides of this question, the 
utility of creeds, there seems to be s@me misunderstanding of its true na- 
ture. If the Scriptures teach any thing, they teach that faith is necessary 
'o our salvation : we must believe what is taught us of Jesus Christ, or we 
have no promise of future blessedness fi his heavenly kingdom. And if 
we must believe, it is evidently necessary#hat we receive as true and essen- 
tial to our salvation some particular articles of faith It would’ be somé- 
thing worse thaf absurd to suppose it necessary to believe in (hrist, and 
yet not necessary to believe any thing in particular respecting him. But 
ii there be some points, or facts oF déctrines (whatever théy are) necessary 
to be believed, these are articles af faith ; and of'any one such we may 
say what the Scriptures say of faith generally, “ He that believeth pot 
shall be damned.” And though, through fear of wounding delicate ears, 
we use softer language, | see net how any one can faithfully preach the 
gospel without setting forth some particular doewines of Christ, which they 


) 












* 


Bishop G riswohd *# Address. { May. 


who would be saped must believe. TFven the fault of the Athapasix 
» Creed, which is'so much condemned, is in being too particular. For g, , 
posing the articles of that creedto be no‘Sther or more than the Sci io, 
make necessary to the Cliristian faith, what is called the damnatory yar 
and gives so much offence, is but the plain language of God’s word. ee 
, © True itis, and bappily itis a teuth of which Christians are continy. 
“ ally hecoming more sensible, that no manor number of men may I pase 
artieles of faith on others. All may, and they should search the Seriptur ; 

‘ for themselves. But they may do more than this. Ministers of Chyiv 
may teach, what, after careful examination they believe to be the essen), 
truths of the gospel; and may endeavour by arguments, and persuasion, 
impress them upon the minds of others. Andgtill farther, it is rivht, ay. 
may be useful for a number Of Christians, the niore the better, tovagree in 4 
creed ; i. e. in other words, to unite in declaring publicly what in their 
view the Scriptures teach as necessary to be ‘believed. Their creed is y, 
indeed obligatory on others, ex¢ept as being aselection of the most essen. 
tial parts of God’s word. But if, as the fact as ought to be, the opinio 

of one preacher, or leathed divine bas infltence in determining the mini 

of people respecting the doctrinés of Christ, a thousand preachers, aud ten 
thousand divines united in this testimony ought to have certainly as much 
influence. It has beeome very popular, and§of course very common to 
view creeds as human compositions, opposed to the Bible; and to contend, 

in opposition to all articles of belief, that the holy Scriptures are the on) 
standard of faith. But how does this decide,—or even afiect the preseit 
question ? No Protestants’ deny that the Scriptures are the only standard 

of belief. The great question is, what do*the Scriptures teach? It is 
about the meaning of the Bible that Christians chieily dispute and disa- 
grees And when mén subscribe to articles it is but a deglaration that, in 
their belief, those articles are a part of what the Scriptures teach as neces. 
sary to be received. Men Who acknowledge the truth, and the authority 

of the Scriptures, irreconcilably gitler respecting What they teach, don 
believe that Clivist is, in a pfoper sense, the Son of God ; even of tlie san 
nature as the Father; @hat by hiuwall things were made, and that he ts 

to be worshipped as “the Lord ivom heaven.’ Others maintain that | 

is but a human being ; that W® had no existence till thousands of years atte 
the worlds were made; and that fo worship hinvs idolatry, ‘The forme 
believe that he put away sin by the sacrifice of himself; that through tl 
merits of his cruss our repentance begomes eflectual to the pardon of ow 
trangressions ; and our faith to our jdStilication, and acceptance with God. 
The others Teject this as absurd and.abominable. They hold that Chirists 
death is usefal to us enly as a confwmation of his doctrine, and. a good ex- 
ample. Now, how can these @nite as Christians who are not agreed 
respecting the God they are to worship; the essential @haracter of thei 
Saviour, nor the doctrines of his cross? If we were. to consider all as 
Christians, who acknowledge the Scriptures to be true however they under- 
stand them, the Christian faith would» bé\any thing or nothing as people 

choose to profess. | - 

There could be no distinction between the Church and the world :— 
between believers and unbelievers. They would not be distinguished ever 


Dy receiving the sacraments : for many who receive.the Bibl@as revealed 
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uth, maintain that it does not require of Christians any@visible, or mate- 
rial sacraments. 

It is useful then, if not necessaFy that each Chureh, or still beter if a 
womber ot “hurches, byconventional compact agree ain such articles of 
ith and of distipline, as they conscientiously believe are essential to 
( hristianity, and will tend to union and. peac® These articles should be 
few, and expressed chieflyiin the language of the Scriptures ;—they shaiitd 
be only those few essential revealed truths, which are clearly taught in the 
Scriptures, and are most peculiar to Christianity. 

On too much Legislation.—It has been in all ages the error of Ecclesi- 
astical councils to legislate too much, and too minutely. And to attempt 
also authoritatively to bind their decisions upon the consciences of men.— 
Such legislation comntonly defeats the object in view : an attempt to re- 
strain men when Christ has made them free, produces not. harmony, but 
discord. We are not boundsto receive doctrines merely because they are 
commended or set forth by ageouncil, however numerous, of uninspired 
men. The Bible is truly thé Whristian’s creed. If we make canons at 
variance with God’s word, theyare of course unconstitutional : they are 
null and void of obligation. The way to preserve peace is the exercise of 
true liberality. By attempting to stretch or cut others to our own length ; 
io compel all in minute thiggs to think and act alike, we increase and 
multiply divisions. We shall be most united, and most successful, when 
we agree, as far astruth will admit, to let each one prothulgate the doc- 
trines of lifevand follow Christ in thatyway which best agrees with his own 
laith and conscience. , 

But I am extending these remarks it is feared beyond the limits of your 
patience. So far as they are correct, let them guide us in our present de- 
‘iverations. Letgit be considered that the object of this our convening is 
nothing less than the honour of God,—the building up of the Redeemer’s 
singdom, and the salvation of mankind ; and tet it not be forgotten, that 
“except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain who build it; ex- 
ceptthe Lord keeps the city, the watchman weketh in vain.” Let us 
endeavour to be duly sensible of our dependence,@nd devoutly to seek the 
favour of God’s holy protecting providence. 

I will only add that it is my desire and redifest that neither this conven- 
ion nor any of this dioééss, will, fromfeelings of delicacy towards me 
reirain from proposing, or from carrying into eflect any measure or mea- 
sures for the benefit ofthe Church, my acceptance of the appointment te 
this important» and very difficult office and ministry, was under a deep 
sense of my disqualifiations for such a work ; being influenced by the cri 
tical and very peculiar circumstances of our Churches, (which though few 
'n number, and in a very broken state, providentially were led to form this 
union) that we might not wholly lose the ground which was so happily 
gained. But lewas then, and still am determined to retire from the office, 
should the good of the Church require it; or to aecede to such division of 
the labours, or other arrangement, as will best promote its prosperity. 

Whether I ever meet you again. on the like occasion, must of course be 
‘doubtful. This may be my last Address to the Eastern diocess$ and let 
‘t assure you of my grateful sense of a thousand favours ; of Mly@ncreasing 

iflection and concern for these Churches, and of my prayer, (to be conti- 
nuedyT trust, till my latest breath,) that God will bless them 
ALF XANDER VY. GRISWOLD. 
& 
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e 
IMPORTANT CORRECTION. 
. : « . 
Mr. Editor.—In* the — on the sense in.which the King of 
England is head of the Church of England,” which appeared \y 


your January number, there is a serious mistake. The words jy 
parenthesis, (see page 13, liné 15,) were not in the original essay, 
They were written in pencil under one of the lines in the essay, |, 
a gentleman who read itin manuscript, and thus have found the, 
way into the publication. The attentive reader will perceive t),; 
the remark in parenthesis could have come only from an objector 
the position laid down in the essay. Cornecror. 


*% 
» POR THE GOSPEL MBSSENGER. 
as 
ON REVERENCING THE SANCTUARY. 
* 

Making a visit the other day, at the house of a friend, I noticed 
upon the sofa a book, which I took up to look into, until the ladies 
had finished their toilet, and returned into the parlour. I found it to 
be the last work of the late Mrs. Radcliffe, who, it is well known, 
stands unrivalled as a writerof Romances. Her writings, though at 
best visionary, are deeply interesting. Her fascinating style and 
descriptive powers ; the picturesque scenery in whieh the incidents 
are laidy are eminently calculated to beguile the tediousness of 3 
vacant hour, or to dissipate the sicklygloom of worldly sorrow. 

In turning over the leaves, saw, as is usual in the writings of this 
amiable lady, the powerful machinery of spectres and sorcery, with 
tales to excite wonder, if not belief. But the interest thus excited, 
may deceive. The young, led away by the plausibility of the nar- 
rative, see only, in supernatural agency, the necessary causes of great 
and noble events, which natural and ordinary means could not pro- 
duce. Under these circumstances, the mind becomes willing to be 
imposed upon by the wild superstition of “ olden times,” and is as 
ready 4o imbibe fiction as truth, until their distinctive ‘character |s 
either injure or lost. Inthe case before us, after rising from the 
perusal of this bodk, young persons could scarcely be persuaded, 
that, in the thirteenth century, Teal miracles were wholly unknown, 
and that, at all times, magical power has been a mere delusion, 
practised wpon the credulity and fears of mankind. 

Continning hastily to turn over the pages, my eye caught the fol- 
lowing passage, which I immediafelyespied : “ The Baron having 
“knelt before the King, [Henry If1#in the Chapel of the Castle o! 
= Kenilworth | the Archbishop fof York! could ill conceal his just 
“ displeasure, that the Baron should do ‘reverence in that place \ 
‘any human being; and the King said, the Archbishop was right, 
 andemaking the Baroffinstantly rise,” &c. Well, thought I, here 
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is, at least, one grain of gold in a mountain of sand. But what a 
heap of rubbish must be removed, before this solitary grain can be 
usd! By me, it was foundby chance, and without difficulty, but 
others, may toil through many a cumbrougdoad of useless matter, 
before it is discovered ; and when it is at last found, how many 
choughtless beings there will be, who will preter * sand to the gold! 
The sand, perhaps, is beautiful; among it may be discovered a few 
sparkhiog particles of silicious materials, which are as unprofitable, 
as would be the labour of converting charcoal into diamonds. It is 
better to go to the mines at once, and draw from thence the rich ma- 
wrials, either for profit or pleasure. 

The passage quoted, brought to my mind some painful recollec- 
tions, and féelings somewhat analagous to those of the Archbishop 
of York. I remember to have seen in former days, and in a large 
Church in a great city, persons who were old enough to know bet- 
ter, and who professed to™$@ religious enough to act with more dis- 
cretion and reverence in God’s House, who have,entered into ordi- 
nary conversation after they had taken their seats, and so continued 
until the minister’s voice rous@a them to bestow, at least, a share of 
their attention upon the werd of God. This arose, probably, rather 
from thoughtlessness thap designed irreverence ; froin forgetfulness, 
at least, if not from ignorance, of the real purposes for which people 
ought to goto a place of public worship. But will these things ex- 
cuse their irreverence to God ¢ Will he permit himself to be forgot- 
ten? May he not “visit for these things?” For “ all things are 
naked and open unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.”— 
Ifold persons set this example, what may we expect from the young? 

I have likewise seen the indecorous, and irreverent practice of a 
few young people, tittering, and nodding to each other, the moment 
divine service was ended, as if they were any where else than in the 
house of God. I have seen these perSons leaning over their pews, 
conversing audibly with others two or three pews off, with the same 
freedom from restraint, as if they were in the ball-room, or the thea- 
tre, and were not standifig in the dread®presence of the Judge of 
Quick and Dead. What is this but to bend the affections before the 
world, instead of the throne of grace’ What is this but worship- 
pig idols in the courts of the Lord’s House? What is this but rev- 
erencing human beings ina place, where none should be reverenced 
but God our Redeemer ? 

They who practice these things, must certainly feel ashdmed to 
be thought serious Christians, even imChurch. Are they afraid that 
itwould lessen their consequence in the opinion of their associates ? 
If they do not go to Church to worship God ; if they do not endea- 
Your to abstract their mind from all worldly affections, and to devote 
themselves to the Saviour of theirgouls, they profane the sanctuary, 
and insult the Majesty of Heaven. The thought is awful; it is ap- 
paling in the’extreme ; but itis true. Well, then, might the Arch- 
bishop of York ; well may the ministering servants of Christ in the 
present day, be displeased and erieved, when the Lord’s house is 

defiled by worldly feelings! Well may they tremble before Him 
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who has said: ** Reverence my Ss Well might the Kip, 
of Englandssay that, “ the Archbishop was right ;”’ and every per. 
son who goes.mto the Church of Christ, except those who go ,,.,. 
fessedly go insult theinMaker, by showing their coftempt to; },, 
religion and his temple,,should likewise sayy he was right: 4.) 
every serious, as ‘¥. as every religious, person, is bound by \,, 
duty to God, to distountenance this gross violation of religion yy 
decorum, as far as his influence extends. 

i will close these remarks with the sfords of wisdom, and j)... 
ration. 

** Before judgment, examine thyself; and in the day of visitatio, 
thou shalt find mercy.” Heels. reii. 20. 

“ Foolish talking or jesting are not convenient, but rather giyjy. 
ofthanks.” Eph. v. 4. , 3 

* Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, and keep the door o) 
my lips.” Ps. exrzxit. 3. ta OBSERVER, 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ON PATRONISING RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS. 


4 

On looking over the © Missionary Herald,” published in Boston, 
I was surprised, and, I freely confess was pleased, to see, in the 
number for last January, the liberality which is practised in the 
Eastern States, by Non-Episcopalians. Their contributions to the 
variousreligious purposes, patronised by their respective denomina- 
tions, do them honour as men, and as Christians, and I trust, wil! 
be remembered for good, at the great day of account. 

This being the fact, we may naturally inquire, to what cause tli: 
greater liberality at the North, over that of the South, is to be attr- 
buted? Have the inhabitants Targer incomes; more disposabic 
means ; a better knowledge of Christian Obligations, than Episco- 
palians have at the South? This may be so; but I am not willing 
to believe it. But if their fortunes are greater; and their disposi- 
ble funds more ample, yet, through the blessing of a gracious Pro-. 
vidence, we have enough, and, if we please, something to spare for 
the seryice of God. If | were, however, to judge from appearances, 
[ should not hesitate to say, that they have more zeal, and more 
willingness, in proportion to their means, to promote the interests 0! 
religion. I mean no disrespéct to my fellow-citizens ; they have 
done mueh, but they have, unquestionably, the means of doing 
more. Besides, our fellow-citizens of the Eastern States, have 4 
single eye to some great, and important object, which they kee? 
steadily in view; they do not throwaway their strength for nought, 
“here a little, and there a little,” which, in the end, effects nothing 
When a great object is to be achieved, such, for instance, a!" 
creasing the®prosperity and usefulness of the ‘* American Education 
Society,” they go unitedly to work, and give it their undivide 
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support. While thus properly engaged, let any one from South-Carolina, 
or elsewhere, ask them for aid in promoting other institutions, our General 
Theological Seminary for example, in which they have, generally speak- 
ing, no immediate concern ; and what would he get? A polite relusal. 
Hie would very properly ve told ; and he would have no just cause of com- 
plaint, that they anxiously desired to promote a great and favourite object 
of their own, and that this object must be accomplished. When that is 
done, and wants no further assistance, they will be ready to listen to other 
claims. [honour the principle, and commend their practice. ‘They would 
act unwisely if they were to act otherwise, and thereby to place in jeopar- 
dy their own institutions. While, then, we admire their zeal and liberali- 
ty for their important institutions, let us imitate their judicious example, 
and zealously cherish our own. 

In the “* View of the American Education Society.” published in the 
“ Herald,” a very forcible appeal is made te Christians in behalf of the 
endowment of “ Scholarships,” in that institution It is stated, p 28, 
that * fifty scholarships [of $10' 0 each, making a total of $50,000] 
« were obtained by the Secretary of the Society during three months of 
“the past year, in a few of the principal towns in New-England.” ‘The 
appeal in behalf of the “ Education Society,” will apply with equal force 
to Episcopalians, in behalf of the “ General ‘Theological Seminary.” The 
argunents are the same, and, I think, they are conclusive. Now, what 
has been done in this way, by Episcopalians, throughout the United States, 
for the * General ‘Theological Seminary,” sinceits first foundation, which, 
I believe, was about fen years ago? It appears from authentic docu- 
ments, that ¢hree Scholarships only, have been fully endowed, viz. The 
Warren Scholarship, $2000; Bishop White Scholarship, $2500; Bishop 
Dehon Scholaiship, $3000. And that four others have been commen- 
ced, viz: ‘The Bishop Kemp Scholarship, $1797 25; Bishop Claggett 
Scholarship, $188 50; Bishop Bowen Scholarship, $1222 87; ¢ lare- 
mont Scholarship, $48 ; making a total of $10,730 62, of which $4242 
‘7, have been paid by South-Carolina.* 

There is another plan very generally adopted in the Northern States 
lor promoting the various religious institutions belonging to different deno- 
minations of Christians. Scarcely a religious paper, or magazine, reaches 
us, in which we do not see, either congregations, or a number of ladies, 
whscribing to make their Ministers either “ Patrons,” or ** Members for 
Life,” of various important institutions. This practice, be it said to 
their honour, is common among Episcopalians in other States ; then 
why not here? By these means, funds are raised, for the Gene- 
fal Missionary Society of our Church, for example, which, otherwise, 
it would never receive. The salaries of most Clergymen are small, 
and leave them nothing to appropriate to this object, after the ordinary 
‘xpenses of their families have been defrayed. I beg leave to 


"The Warren Scholarship, was founded by E. Warren, Esq. of-Troy, New-York: 
the Bishop White Scholarship by subscriptions in Philadelphia: the Bishop Dehon 
“cholarship, by the subscriptions of the Ladies of a few parishes in S. C.; the Bishop 
Kemp and Bishop Claggett’s Scholarships, by subscriptions in Maryland; Bishop 

‘wen Scholarship, as yet, by subscriptions in Charleston: the Claremont Scholar- 
‘hip, by a small annual parochial suhscription, in Claremont, South-Carolina. See 


Journal of General Convention of 1826, pp. 49, 87; and Journal of the Convention 


* South-Carolina of 1827, pp 25, 26. 
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present to the readers of the Gospel Messenger, an extract, froy, 
the circular published by the Executive Committee of “ '[), 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Ey. 
copal Church in the United States,” dated August 8, 1826, 4, 
signed by the venerable Bishop White. The following sentey,, 
concludes the circular : 

** We respectfully and earnestly solicit, therefore, in behalf oft). 
** Society, the interest and co-operation of the members of oy, 
* Church ; and their contributions, in whatever form may be deem: 
* expedient, whether by donations, by becoming members thereo; 
‘by the annual payment of three dollars, or Members for Life }) 
“the payment at once of thirty dollars, or patrons by the payment o| 
* fifty dollars, or through the medium of Auriliary Societies. Wy. 
*“ would beg leave to suggest to the congregations of our Church, 
** the propriety of constituting their pastors Patrons of the Society, oj 
‘“* which, we are hppy to say, there are already many examples; an/ 
‘also, the expediency of forming, with the approbation of the pro- 
‘per authorities, societies auxiliary to that whose claims we hay 
* been urging.” 

The same remarks will apply to the “ Protestant Episcopal *». 
ciety forthe Advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina.”— 
Fifty dollars paid at one time, will constitute a person a Life Men- 
ber of this highly important institution of our own. In lookin: 
over the last Report of this Society, I find that but three of the oi- 
ciating country clergy, are Members for Life, and that several ar 
not even annual subscribers. It is*to be presumed, that they hav 
it not in their power to do more. Here, then, is a pleasing oppor 
tunity for their respective congregations, not only to pay their Mu- 
isters a delicate compliment, but, at the same time, to promote « 
highly important religious institution in our native State. 

A Member of the Episcopal Church. 


LA 


DR. CLARKE ON THE TRINITY. 


This is the Apostolic commission: Go ye therefore, and teach @ 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost.”—* Baptism, properly speaking, whether administer 
by dipping or sprinkling, signifies a full and eternal consecration of ( 

rson tothe service and honour of that Being in whose name it is admis 
istered ; but this consecration can neyer be made to a creature ; therelor 
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, are nov creatures. Aga, 
baptism is not made in the name of a quality or attribute of the Diviw 
Nature ; therefore the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, are 0° 
qualitics or attributes of the Divine Natare. The orthodox, as they ® 
termed, have generally considered this text as decisive proof of the de“ 
trine of the Holy Trinity: and what else can they draw fioin it? |s: 
possible for words to convey a plainer sense than these do? And do thes 
not direct every reader to consider the Father, the Sun, and the Holy >p* 
rit, as three distinct persons °” 

















Poetry. 


FROM THE NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINB. 


ELIJAH’S INTERVIEW WITH GOD. 


On Horeb’s rock the Prophet stood ; 
The Lord before him past. 

A hurricane in augry mood 
Swept by him strong and fast. 

The forests fell before its force, 

The rocks were shiver’d in its course ; 
God was not in the blast. 

‘Twas but the whirlwind of His breath 

Announcing danger, wreck, and death. 


It ceased. The air grew mute,—-a cloud 
Came mufiling up the sun; 


When through the mountain’s deep and loud 


An earthquake thundered on. 
The frighted eagle sprang in air, 
The wolf ran howling from his lair: 

God was got in the stun, 
*Twas but the rolling of His car, 


The trampling of His steeds from far. 


‘Twas still again, and Nature stood 
And calm’d her ruffled frame ; 

When swift from Heaven a fiery flood 
To earth devouring came. 

Down to his depths the ocean fled, 

The sickening sun looked wan and dead ; 
Yet God filled not the flame. 

*T was but the terrors of His eye 

That lightened through the troubled sky. 


At last a voice all still and small 
Rose sweetly on the ear, 
Yet rose so clear and shrill, that all 
In Heaven and earth might hear. 
It spoke of peace, it spoke of love, 
It spoke as Angels speak above. 
And God himself was here. 
For oh, it was a Father's voice, 
‘That bade his trembling world rejoice. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION, 


[ Continued from page 126 of the April No.]} 


From the reports of the dioceses we extract the following: 

Connecticut.—* The clergy still continue to hold an annual cop. 
vocation, in which the interests of religion, and the best meaus of 
promoting it, are discussed in an informal way. Were the usejul- 
ness of these meetings visible only in uniting the clergy more closely 
in the bonds of Christian fellowship, in making them to be * of one 
heart and one soul,” and in obviating party feelings and divided 
counsels, in that body to which men look for an example of unit \ 
and brotherly love, they would deserve to be perpetuated. Such hic 
been the benefit experienced from them, that their discontinuance 
would be regarded, by the clergy of the diocess, as a serious injury 
to the Church. . 

** But the event of most importance to be recorded in the history 
of this diocess, since the last report, is the establishment and org:- 
nization of Washington College. ‘This institution is the result of 
exertions, continued under many and great discourage ‘ments, for 
more than twenty-five years ; and at last, with c omplete success.— 
Its charter was obtained about the, time of the last meeting of this 
Convention. Since that period, the sum requisite for its endow- 
ment, fifty thousand dollars, has been raised within the limits of the 
diocess. The College was organized, by the appointment of its ofli- 
cers, as soon as the funds were secure a: ; and on the 23d of Septem- 
ber, 1824, the course of instruction was commenced. The erection 
of the colleginte edifices, and the improv ement of the grounds, wer 
also begun. The faculty of the College consists, at present, of a 
Preside nt, a Professor of Belles Lettres and Oratory, a Professor o! 
Chemistry and Mineralogy, a Professor of Ancient Languages, 
Professor of Botany, a Tutor of Mathematies, and a Teacher of th 
Modern Languages ef Burope. ‘The present number of students i 
sixty-five. ‘he College buildings, two in number, contain, beside 
the chapel and other public apartments, accommodations for abou 

one hundred students. The library be longing to the institution, 
together with that of the Rev. Dr. Jarvis, deposite “dl there during hie 
absence in Europe, amounts to about five thousand volumes, t 
which the students have daily access. In_the several department: 
of science, every desirable facility is offered, in the possession of 
suitable philosophical and chemical apparatus, a valuable cabine' 
of minerals, and an extensive botanic garden, with a green-hou- 
filled with exotie plants. The several examinations, and other lite- 
rary exercises, of Washington College, evince a proficiency in stud) 
not surpassed in any similar institution, and have already gaint’ 
for it a large sh: ire of the public confidence. 
7 
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“« 4 great proportion of the students have lately formed themselves 
into an “* Association auxiliary to the General Theological Semi na- 
ry; the object of which is, to raise funds for the support of candi- 
djates for orders pursuing their studies there. Whale the flatter ng 
commencement of this College is regarded as an auspicious event to 


the Church, it must not be forgotten, that its future prosp rity will 
depend on the support given to it by Episcopalians in various parts 


of our country.” 


New- York.—* At Geneva College, no peculiar privileges are en- 
joyed by Episcopal studeats over others, and every measure unta- 
yourable to the fullest toleration of all religious scutiments, or tend- 
ing to a system of proselytism, is most scrupulously avoided, the 
youth of our own Church are exposed to no inducements to forsake 
her, but have every facility of becoming stablished, strengthened, 
and settled, in her primitive and evangelical doctrines and order. 

“With regard to “ the attention paid to the canons and rules of 
the Church,” into which an inquiry is, at this time, ordered to be 
male, it is gratifying to know that the general fidelity in this parti- 
cular, with which this dtecess has been uniformly characterized, not 
only continues, but seems to be. gaining ground, and becoming more 
and more firmly settled. Especially, in seasons and neighbour- 
hoods of peculiar religious excitements, the faithful and conscien- 
tious pastor has found the provisions of the Church, and the zealous 
and industrious, but consistent, practical application of her princi- 
ples of order, the most successful mode, under the divine blessing, 
of rendering those excitements promotive of substantial and perma- 
nent evangelical piety. 

“In conclusion, we would turn to that consideration from which 
every other derives its greatest value, and to which the devout Chris- 
tian will ever delight to look as the great end and aim of every visi- 
ble mean, and every external operation, the state of the diocess in 
reference to evangelical picty. Of the progress of this, every one 
acquainted with the genuine eharacter of our holy religion, will be 
aware, that the evidences must be found in the meek, humble, holy, 
and self-subduing practical operation of a true and living faith on 
the general character and life. From the observation to this end, 
which the Bishop has made in his extensive visitations, and more 
extensive uitercourse in other ways, with his diocess, and from the 
missionary and parochial reports, and other authentic sources of 
information, we have reason to thank God, that through his grace, 
there is generally apparent, in this diocess, an increase of real reli- 
gious concern, and an increased sensibility to the pure and holy 
obligations of the Christian profession. And although much indeed 
of alarming deficiency on these momentous subjects, still exists, to 
awaken our solicitude, engage our prayers, and enlist out most zea- 
lous efforts; still, may we thank God, and take courage, in the 
humble confidence that his word, worship, and ordinances, are made 
channels of increasing spiritual blessings to his people.” 
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North-Carolina.—* In some Parishes, the Canon enjoining the Pasio, 
ral Letter from the House of Bishops to be read, has not been always cop, 
plied with.”* : 


South-Carolina.—“ The Societies by which, under Divine blessing, {}. 
welfare of the Church in this Diocess has been greatly promoted, are, 

1. ** The Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of th. 
Clergy of the Protestant Episcopal Church,” instituted in 1762, chiefly, j; 
is believed, through the instrumentality of the late Right Rev. Dr. Smit), 
the first Bishop of this diocess, has at present 114 members, who contri. 
bute annually, $10 each to the funds of the Society, and an invested capi. 
tal of $55,042. 

2. “ The Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Chris. 
tianity in South-Carolina,” instituted in 1810. 

*¢ Sunday Schools are in successful operation in several of the parishes, 
The instruction is almost exclusively religious ; and persons of colour, 
both adults and children, are among the instructed. 

“In conclusion, we have the satisfaction to state, that the canons and 
rubricks of the Church are generally observed, and that both clergy and 
laity are in a degree, which is a just occasion of pious satisfaction, of one 
mind and of one heart.” 

Ohio.—“ A Diocesan Theological Seminary, having the power of con- 
ferring degrees in the Arts and Sciences, under the name and style o/ 
“ The President and Professors of Kenyon College in the State of Ohio,” 
has been established by the ecclesiastical authority, and recognized by the 
civil Legislature, since the meeting of the last General Convention. It is 
deemed a matter of great importance, that this Institution, which bids fair 
to be so extensively useful to the Church in the Western country, has been 
placed under the control and supervision of the Bishops and General 
Convention. By its constitution, it is declared that nothing can be enacted 
contrary to “ the doctrine, discipline, constitution, and canons of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, and to the course of 
study prescribed, or to be prescribed, by the Bishops.” And to carry this 
jnto continued effect, the Bishops have a visitorial power in their indivi- 
dual and collective capacity. 

“‘ To found this institution, most benevolent donations have been made 
by pious and liberal friends in England ; than which few things excite a 
deeper sense of gratitude. The whole amount of money collected in that 
country, is nearly £6000 sterling ; which, although munificent almost be- 
yond example, yet, considering the great end in view, namely, the founda- 
tion of a literary, as well as a theological seminary, is obviously inade- 
quate. A landed estate, giving great promise of its future enhancement in 
value, has been purchased in a healthy and central part of the state. 

«“ The magnitude of the undertaking requires, in addition to what has 
been so kindly contributed from abroad, some speedy aid from the mem- 
bers of our own Church in America, the interests of which it will so essen- 


* We regret this when we consider the value of these Pastoral Letters, the read: 
ing of which would be famumore profitable than preaching. The example too might 


spread. 
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tially subserve. The institution is already commenced at the Bishop's 
residence in Worthington. The present number of its students is thirty ; 
the candidates for orders three.” 


The very interesting Report of the Committee on the Theological Se- 
minary, we pass over, because it was printed at length in our January 
umber. On the excellent pastoral letter, which was read in the Conven- 
tion, we purpose to bestow a distinct consideration hereafter. 

The following Resolutions, adopted. by the House of Bishops, were 
called up in the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies. 

« Resolved, That the reportof the Committee on the Psalms and Hymns 
be adopted by this Convention ; and that the Hymns proposed by them 
be set forth, and allowed to be sung in all congregations of the Church. 

« Resolved, That the Committee on the Psalms and Hymns be directed 
to make such arrangements as they may think proper for publishing the 
said Hymns, as well as the Hymns now in use, arranged under proper 
heads, with power of making merely verbal alterations ; and that the 
book of Hymns published under their authority, shall be the standard 
copy. 

“ Resolved, That the said Committee be empowéred to take measures 
for securing the copy-right of the book of Hymns thus published, for the 
space of one year ; the proceeds of the sale to be applied, in the first in- 
stance, to defraying the expenses incurred by the Committee in sundry 
publications of proposed Hymns ; and the residue to be reserved, subject 
io the appropriation of the next General Convention. 

“ Resolved, That the said Committee be continued, with a view to the 
Psalms in metre, and be directed to report on them at the next General 
Convention.” 

The following substitute was then proposed :— 

“ Resolved, ‘That it be made known to the Conventions of the several 
dioceses or States, that it is proposed to adopt, at the next General Con- 
vention, the alterations in the present Hymns, and the additional Hymns, 
proposed by the Committee on the Psalms and Hymns in metre, as allow- 
ed to be sung in this Church. And, Resolved farther, that, until the said 
Convention, the said additional Hymns may be used in this Church ; pro- 
vided that no definitive ratification of them take place until they shall 
iave been approved by the next Convention. 

“On motion, the consideration of the above substitute was postponed, 
when the following resolution was introduced :— 

_ * Resolved, That the Psalms and Hymns in metre are not, in the opin- 
ion of this House, a part of the Book of Common Prayer, or offices of the 
Church. Provided, nevertheless, that they shall be of authority aud bind- 
ing antil duly altered or amended.” 

__ This last resolution was passed. The substitute above stated was lost. 
rhe resolutions from the House of Bishops were concurred in. The ayes 
and noes being called for, it appeared that twenty-seven Clergymen and 
seventeen Laymen voted in the affirmative, and thirteen of the former and 
our oF the latter in the negative. 

It may be proper to remark that the advocates of the substitute conten- 
ded that no inconvenience could result from the postponement of a defini- 
‘ive ratification of the new Hymns; that as so many alterations had been 
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found necessary in the Hymns which were adopted in 1808, as appear, 
from this very report of the Committee, that it was not improbable theg 
new Hymns might also need alterations ; opportunity for which would bh, 
afforded by the delay of their final ratification ; and that they could jo, 
consistently vote on alterations which they had not examined, and for th, 
adoption of Hymns which they had never read, even cursorily, for they 
were called upon to vote the day after these thirty-five alterations, a); 
these Hymns, 150 in number, had been reported by the Committee — 
They who asked for more time to enable them to vote understandingly , .) 
so important a subject, referred also to the course which was pursued by 
the Convention in 1808, when the Hymns which were adopted, were (i. 
tinctly read, so that each member had at least some acquaintance wi) 
them." ‘They admitted that such a proceeding was not desirable, but x! 
preferable to the one now proposed, viz. the passing upon the Hymna, 
without allowing each member time to examine them . 

Those who voted for the immediate adoption of the new Hymns, cop. 
tended that no improvement could reasonably be expected from a_ pos. 
ponement, and thet by a final ratification an advantageous sale of the coy) 
right would be effected. ; 

With respect to the resolution declaring the metre Psalms and Hymps 
no part of the Book of Common Prayer, or offices of the Church, it is ob- 
served by way of explanation, that reference was there made to the St) 
article of the Constitution, which prohibits an alteration “ in the Book oj 
Common Prayer, or other offices of the Church, unless the same shall be 
proposed im one general Convention, and by a resolve thereof made known 
to the Convention of every diocess, and adopted at the subsequent general 
Convention.” 

To prove that the Hymns were not “an office of the Church,” and 
therefore could be altered without delay, the following opinion of thy 
House of Bishops was quoted, and deemed decisive by a majority of the 
Convention. 


Extract from the Journal of the House of Bishops in 1820. 

“ Resolved, That this House propese to the House of Clerical and Lay 
Deputies the following instructions, to be observed in editions of the boos 
of Common Prayer. 

“1, That special attention be paid to the title page and table of con- 
tents, so that nothing may be omitted or added. 

“2. That the Book of Common Prayer be distinguished from the Book 
of Psalms in metre, the articles of religion, and sundry offices set forth by 
this Church, viz :— The form and manner of making, ordaining, and con- 
secrating Bishops, Priests, and Deacons—the frm of consecration of 4 
Church or Chapel. A Prayer to be used at the meetings of Convention. 
An office of institution of Ministers into Parishes or Churchis—a'! 
which are of equal authority with the Book of Common Prayer; bu! 
which, when bound up with it, ought not to appear as parts thereof.” 


It will be observed that according to this decision “ the articles of reli- 
gion,” not being “ an office of the Church” might be changed by a sing! 


* It was stated in thesConvention by a member who had been present at the Cor 
vention of 188, that each Hymn was read, and a vote passed upon it. 
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act of the Convention, and therefore the following resolution, which was 
xdopted, became necessary. | 

« Resolved, by the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies, the House of 
Rishops concurring, that it be made known to the several State Conven- 
tions of this Church, that it is proposed to consider of, and determine on, 
at the next General Convention, the propriety of altering the second clause 
the eighth article of the Constitution of this Church, by adding the 


Ui 


words, or the articles of religion, after the words, “ other offices of the 
Church.” ” . 


The following was adopted. 

« Resolved, That a joint Committee of both Houses be appointed to 
obtain a copy-right for the Hymns recently allowed by this Convention, 
And for this purpose, this Convention does hereby transfer to the said 
Committee, all its interest in the premises, to the intent that they may 
make the requisite assignment thereof, for the term of one year, to any 
person or pewsons, and upon the terms they may deem expedient; the 
proceeds to be ap; lied to the payment of the expenses which have been 
weurred by the Committee on Hymns, in the publication of sundry propo- 
vid Hymns, and the surplus, if any, to be subject to the appropriation of a 
jure Convention. And Resolved further, that so much of any former 
resolution of this Convention, as regards the copy-right of the said []ymns, 
ve, and the same is hereby rescinded.” 


The following was also adopted : 

“ Resolved, As the sense of both Houses of this Convention, that on 
future occasions of the assembling of General Conventions, it will be ex. 
pedient to abstain from returning thanks for the sermons respectively de- 
ivered before them ; it being understood that the sermons are to be pub- 
lished.” 

The Committee on Seminaries of Learning, (see the Journal of 1823, 
page 54,) were, by their own request, continued until the next General 
y Convention. 

The following passed. 





“ Resolved, That it be referred to the Bishops, and in those dioceses 

y where there are no Bishops, to the Standing Committees, to inquire in 

their respective Dioceses, and to consider for themselves, concerning the 

k expediency of establishing a General ‘Tract Society, to be conducted un- 

. er the superintendence of the Bishop’s ; and to report to the next Gene- 
¥ ral Convention.” : 

P This was one of the most important measures of the Convention, and 

. we hope it will result in the establishment of the proposed institution, the 

fl necessity of which has become still more evident since the adjournment of 

i that Body. We have here reference, in particular, to the fact, that the 

‘gents of the “ American Tract Society” have been successful in persuad- 

. ing members of onr Church, and even some of our ministers, in various 

. places, to aid with their means and influence in the circulation of tracts, 

which will of course keep out of view, if they do not controvert, many of 

’ “ose principles of faith and discipline which Episcopalians deem scriptu- 


r - : > ° . . . 
, and to the dissemination of which their resource$ ought primarily to 


GOS. MESS,—vVoL., Iv. Is 





154 Religious Intelligence. PMay 


The following passed. 

“ Resolved, ‘Vhat a joint Committee be appointed to revise the Cay... 
of this © hurch’ and to prepare such alterations, amendments, and ag. 
tions, as they may deem expedient; and that the said Commitee reporty 
the next General Convention.” 

* Resolved, That the said Committee have power to make a new ». 
rangement of the Canons: and that the Committee consist 0: three Bich ” 
to be appointed by the Llouse of Bishops, and three Ch: ergymen, and thy 
Laymen, to be appointed by the House of Clerical and Lav Depa. 
that two Bishops and three of the other members constitute a quer 
and that a coucurrence of a majority of the Bishops, and a majority of \\y 
other members present, be necessary to constitute a decision of the (, 


mittee.’ 
“The House of Bishops were informed, that the absence of their Rie 


Rev. Brother, the Bishop of the diocess of South Carolina, was occasion. 
by intelligence of the death of his daughter ; 

“Whereupon, it was Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to ws; 
upon Bishop Bowen, and to express to him the deep condolence of ji 
Brethren with him in this afllictive dispensation of Providence. 

“ The Right Rev Bishops Hobart and Groes were appointed the Con. 
mittee, and had leave of absence for the purpose.” 

( To be Continued. ) 


[PUBLISHED BY REQUEST. ] 


Journal of the Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Convention, of the Pr. 
testant Episcopal C hurch, in the Diocess of Georgia, held in the City 
of Savannah, on Monday, Feb, 12th, 1827. 


SAVANNAH, February 12, 1827. 


This being the place fixed on by the last Convention for holding the: 
subsequent meeting, and this being the day agreed on for the same, ther 
convened accordingly three Clergymen, and several Lay Delegates. 

Morning Prayer was read by the Rev. Abiel Carter, Rector of Chris 
Church, ° Savannah: ; a Convention Sermon having been preached the day 
preceding, by the Rev. Hugh Smith, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, \u- 


yusta. 
Divine Service being ended, the Convention assembled—present. !'y 


Rev. Abiel Carter, the Rev) Haugh Smith and the Rev. Lot Jones, of (0 
Clergy ; and the tollowing Lay Delegates, viz. Dr. J. B. Read, Dr. Wi 
liam Parker, and William B Bullock, Esq. from Christ Church, Save 
nah; and Dr. Anderson Watkins, from St. Paul’s Church, Auguse ; 
produced their certificates of de legation ; : which, having been ihe were 
accepted. 
the Rev Abiel Carter then made known to the Convention, tha! 
lmd lately received a letter from the Rt. Rev. Bishop Bowen, express 
hos regret, that owing to circumstances beyond his control, it would fo! 
be in his power to meet the Convention during the present: sessio.— 
Whereupon, the Convention proceeded to elect its officers; and 00 count 
ing ihe ballots, it appeared that the Rev. Abiel Carter was elected Pres 
dent; Dr. Anderson Watkins, Secretary ; and De. J. B. Read, Treasure’ 
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Qu motion of the Rev. Hagh Smith, that the rules of order adopted by 
the first Convention of this diocess, be the rules of order for the present 
( onvention. 
The following parochial reports were then presented and read, 
Christ Charch, Savannah—The Rev. Abel Carter, Rector. 
Baptisms— Adult 1; infants 22. ‘Total 23. 
Marriages, . . “ ¥ 0. 
Communicants, about - - 100. 
Two venerable communicants, and one other member, have been remo- 
ved by death, during the past year 

the Sunday School attrched to this Church, still continues in a flourish- 
ing condition, and iis beneficial effects upon the youth of the congregation, 
ye already manifest beyond the most sanguine expectations of its support- 
ors and friends. On the whole, although the state of the Church in this 
lace is not materially changed since the fast year, there is reason to be 
thankful for the divine favour in the preservation of prosperity, and for the 
gradual increase of the congregation. 

St. Paul’s Charch, Augusta—The Rev. Hugh Smith, Rector. 

Since the meeting of the Convention in April last, the Rector reports— 

Marriages 3, two of which were solemnized at Edgefield, C, House, 5. C. 

Baptisms 6, of which two were at Edgefield, Court-House. 

Funerals 6, none of which were of persons attached to this congregation. 

Communicants 55, the same number as before reported, 

The Sunday School sull continues in operation 

Notwithstanding some circumstan:es of a discouraging nature, there has, 
ding the year past, been an accession to the number of pew-holders, of 
several families, who never before held pews in the Church, a visible 
crease in the number of attendants, and an augmented zeal and devoted. 
ness manifested by its members. A recent act of the Legislature of the 
ute, has placed at the disposal of the Vestry, a part of the property of the 
Church, from the sale of which, may confidently be expected, the extin- 
ruishment of a large portion of the debt, under which it ha- for several 
years laboured. On the whole, the present state of the congregation is 
encouraging. 

Christ * hurch. Macon—The Rev. Lot Jones, late Rector. 

Baptisms 8; Marriages 3; Funerals 6 ; Communicants 10; Scho- 
lars in the Sunday School 50. 

This Church has been incorporated by the Legislature of the State, and 
received from them a site for the erection of a House of Worship; towards 
which, about one thousand dollars have been subscribed by the inhabitants 
of Macon. A Clergyman might receive the greater part of his support 
rom the people of the place ; and preach a portion of his time w the 
oeighbouring villages. A highly interesting field of labour is here render- 
ed vacant, by the removal of the recent incumbent, which cannot fail to 
receive the continued attention of the friends of the Church, and is earn- 
estly recommended to their notice and favourable regard. A number of 
respectable and inielligent young men, who may be regarded as the future 
pillars of this rising and flourishing town, manifest a laudable determina- 
ion to support the Episcopal mode of worship, and encounter all the difti- 
culties, with which, in their secluded situation, they may have to contend, 
May the great head of the Church, without whose blessing, all our efforts 
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will be fruitless, crown their incipient exertions with the most abunys,, 
success, to the praise and glory of his name! 

No report was received trom Christ Church, St. Simons. 

On motion, the Convention then adjourned, until 1 P.M. to allow o; 
meeting of * the Society for the general advancement of Christianity 
Georgia.” 

1 o'clock, P. M. Feb. 2th, 1827, 

The Convention again assembled, agreeably to adjournment. — The {.), 
lowing report was then presentedand read. 

The Protestant Episcopal Society for the general advancement of (hr. 
tianity in Georgia, respecttully report to the Convention—that, during \), 
past year, in consequence of their inability to procure a suitable miss) y. 
ary, they have been unable, successiully, to prosecute the great purpeses 
of their assuciation ‘they gratefully acknowledge an appropriation (, 
this diocess, made by the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of tly 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, in Nover. 
ber last, of $200 annually, for the three years next ensuing 3 and sow 
funds having been collected, from life and annual subscriptions to the »- 
ciety in this diecess, they indulge the hope of being able soon to proc 
the services of a respectable labourer in this portion of the Lord’s vine. 
yard. ‘The Kev. Mr. Williston, of Wilmington, (Del ) having personal) 
and by letter, expressed to the Rev Mr. Carter, a disposition to officia 
as a missionary in this diocess, the Society have appointed the Rev. Mr, 
Carter and the Rev. Mr. Smith, a committee to write to the Rev. Mr. ‘\)- 
liston, offering to him a missionary appointment in this State, at suv. v'- 
ces as the Board of ‘Trust for the Society may direct, for one year, vil) ¢ 
compensation of $500 per annum. ‘The Society deeply regret th th 
Rev. Mr. Jones, by whose assiduous labours, Christ Church, at Macon, 
was founded and organized, has resigned its Rectorship, and removed 
from that place ; carrying with him the esteem and regrets of its citizens. 
Deeply solicitous that this new and interesting congregation should be 
supplied with the ministrations of the Church, they have accordingly re 
commended to the Board of Trust, that this shonld be made a missionar 
station; indulging the liope, that the friends of the ( hurch there will ree 
dily, to the extent of their ability, co-operate with them for its establis 
ment and support. 

The Seci ty would’ again earnestly commend the objects of its instil: 
tion to the members of the Church throughout the State. Under existing 
circumstances, when ageneral and powerful impulse has been given to th 
whole Christian world, when all denominations are putting forth their e 
ergies for the dissemination of their respective tenets, we must be either 
content to bear the stigma of indifference to the great interests of Christi 
anity, indifference to the souls of men, indifference to the wants of 0! 
members, and to the Church which we profess to revere and love; a0! 
we must be further content that this Charch should languish, and that its 
members, despairing of the enjoyment of its ordinances, should conve 
theunselves with other denominations—or we must shake off our Jethary). 
aod employ vigorous means for its establishment and increase. We woul! 
not willingly, in a period of general depression and pecuniary embarrass 
ment, HNpose any needless or grievous burdens upon the friends of religion 
and the Church, bat if, from the means which God has placed iu tle 
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ower, each individual would appropriate «vv a small sum, annually. for 
missiunrty purp ses—the aggregate of gaod would be tor from imeonsides 
rable, the scaitered members of our told. would be « ted and embo- 
died. and “ pure and uadetiled religion,” in cannection * uh prindive and 
apostolic practice, would be introduced, in many places, where they are 
now unknown. Al which ts respectiully sinbusmtied 

Signed ) HUGH SMILU, President. 

A. Warktns, Secretary pro. tem, 

On motion, it was Kesaulved, that the Convention 2: cept this report. 

On motion, it was then Resolved, That the nexi Convention of this dio- 
cess sh ll be held at Augusta, on the last Monday in Febrnary, 1828, 

On motion of the Rev. Tlegh Smith, wos then Resolwed, That the 
Rev. Abiel Carter be appointed to deliver the Conyention Sermon, on 
Sunday morning, prior to the meeting of ihe Convention. 

1 he Convention then proceeded to the election of the Standing Com- 
mittee : when the following persons were elected, viz : 


The Rev. Hugh Smith, Dr. J. B. Read, 
The Rev. Lot Jones, Dr Vhymas J. Wray, and 
The Rev. Abiel Carter, | kdward F. ¢ ampbell, Esq. 


The following gentlemen were then elected Delegates to the next Gen- 
eral Convention of the Protestant tpiscopal Church, in the United States, 
viz: Vhe Rev. A. Carter, the Rev. Lot Jones, the Rev. Huel Smith. the 
tev. Samuel Strong, Dr. John B. Read, Hon. George Jones, Richard Pub- 
wan, and Edward F. Campbell, E-sq’rs. 

Dr. J. Bo Read, Treasure: of the Convention, then presented his ac- 
count; which, having been audited and read, was accepted; by which, it 
appeared that there was a balance of twenty-four dollars in the ‘Lreasury. 

On motion, Resolved, That the rule requiving the payment of fifteen 
dollars from each Church, at the regular meetings of the Convention, be, 
and the same hereby Is dispensed with on the present occasion. 

On motion of Dr. J. B. Kead, duly seconded, it was Resolved, That the 
President of this Convention be requested, in its behali, to address to the 
Rt Rey. Bishop Bowen, a letter expressive of the deep sympathy of all 
iis members with him, in his late afflictive bereavements. 

The minutes of the Convention were then read and approved—afier 
which, the Convention adjourned to meet on the last Monday in Februas 
ry, 1825. 
ABIEL CARTER, President. 

Anverson Warkins, Secretary. 

Protestant Episcopal General Missionary Society.—It gives us plea- 
sure to notice in an article in the Church Register of April 7, that this 
Seciety “ has not had at any time any concern in any publication except 
its triennial reports. We were led into a contrary opinion by the last re- 
port (p. 21.) * It appears also that the Society has. discontinued sub- 
scribing to a religious newspaper, and that no portion of the funds are 
now, nor for some time past have been contributed to any periodical pub- 
lication whatever.” 

WE PUBLISH THE FOLLOWING BY REQUEST. 

To the Clergy of the Protestant Episcopal Church.—The Executive 

Committee of the Board of Directors of the Missionary Society of the Pro. 
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testant Episcopal Church, having resolved to recommend to the 
Board of Directors at their annual meeting in May next, the ap. 
pointment of some fit and qualified Clergyman, to reside at Buenys 
Ayres, in South America, the Committee are desirous of being in- 
formed of any suitable clergyman, who may be willing to devote 
himself to this duty, before the meeting of the Board. The ri qui- 
sitions of the Board in point of character, and abilities, on the par 
of the applicant, are, that “ he bea clergyman of respectable stud. 
ing in this Church, and that he possess such qualifications as may 
render him apt and meet for the duties of a Missionary,” and he 
must produce a recommendation to this effect, from his Bishop, with 
the advice and consent of the Standing Committee of the diocess to 
which he belongssIn a diocess where there is no Bisnop, it is suffi- 
cient that the recommendation be signed by the Standing Comuit- 
tee. Communications on the subject may be made to the Secretary, 
the Rev. George Weller, Philadelphia.—Church Register, 

Protestant Episcopa’'Church in India.—An English publication 
states that it is proposed to erect the three presidencies of Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay into Episcopal sees, they being deemed too 
extensive for the jurisdiction and labours of one Bishop. It is also 
stated that the Rev. Mr. Le Bas is appointed to the see of Cal- 
cutta.—Epis. Watchman. 


Protestant Episcopal Missionary Societies.—In a statement of the 
income of various Religious Institutions, recently published in the 
“* Missionary Register, tt appears that the highest on the list is the 


Christian Knowledge Society, whose income is stated 6 
at - - - - - - 61,158 
The next highest is the Church Missionary, — - 46,425 8 
The income of the British and Foreign Bible Society 
is much less, viz. _- . s ‘ 32,768 2 


General Theological Seminary.—The following Circular to the 
Vestries has been forwarded by the Standing Committee in this di- 


ecess: 
“ Caarvestos, Marcu 26th, 1827. 

Gentlemen--It is made our duty respectfully to invite the attention of the Members 
ef our Courch in your Parish to the annesed Resolution of the late Annual Conven- 
tion, relative to the General Theological Seminary; and we earnestly request that 
-ou Will be pleased, as early as possible, to adopt such measures as you may deem 

st calculated to effect the very important object recommended in it We beg leave 
to refer you for more full explanation of the grounds and aim of the Resolution to the 
Report of the Committee on the Seminary, inthe printed Journal of the Couvesrtion, 
pages 24-25. We would further respectiully suggest that any surplus which the |i- 
beraliry of the friends of the Seminary may furnish beyond the sum specified in the 
Resolutions will tend still more to ensure the stability and usefulness of this valuable 
Institution, which is identified with the best interests of our Church, and we cordially 
irvst, with the best wishes of all her Members 

«« The sums collected for this object may be transmit/ed to the Rev C. E. Gapspes;, 
President of the Standing Committee. 

Signed by the Members of the Slanding Committee. 


- 






















































y, 1817.) Letter, Bible Questions, New Publications, §&c. L5v 
he Bishop Dehon’s Sermon.—Extract of a letter from G. M. Marriott, 
Js "SQ. 
a beg ‘ Loxpon. 16th Fearvary, 1827 
is «| received your letter with much surprise, having supposed that the profits on 
the first edition of Dehon’s Sermons had been long ago transmitted to the Soctety at 
@ Charleston, to whom the Christian world owe that iavaluable publication. 1 lost no 
\- time in communicating your letter to the Evgtish Publishers, and have now received 
rt an account of the profits on the second as well as the first edition, amounting toge- 
1. ther to £321, sterling. A third edition is now published, the profits upon which will 
be accounted for to the Society, the publishers taking the risk on themselves and 
y sharing the profits equally with the Society ” 
b —=tle = 
BIBLE QUESTIONS. 
. 1. What event does the Church commemorate on Whit-Sunday, and what use 
‘ should we make of it? 
. Consult Hobart’s Festivals and Fasts, chap. 32. Stanhope’s Epistle and Gospel on 
Whit-Sunday. 
2 What does Scripture teach us to believe concerning the Holy Ghost? 
Consult the above; Dehon’s Sermons, Vol. Il; Paley’s Sermons; Tillotson’s Ser- 
mons. Vol. III, folio ; Sermons 143, 146, 147. Pearson on the Creed, Art. 8, Vol IL. 
3. Whatis the sin against the Holy Ghost, Matthew xii. 41. 
Consult Secker’s Sermon, Vol. Il. Sermon 51. Tillotson’s Sermon on the text.— 
Sermon 17, Vol I. folio. 
Auswers to be returned on Whit-Sunday. 
) 


<—30lt= 
NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Lingard’s History of England.—Mr. Eugene Cummiskey, of Philadelphia, has un- 
dertaken the republication of the above work. Several of the master critics of the day, 
(says the Episcopal Watchman,) have given cautions to Protestant readers against the 
mischievous tendencies of this work. ‘The Author is a Catholic divine of ac- 
knowledged erudition, and research, but has unfortunately adopted the plan of Hume 
and Gibbon, in employing historical narration, as a vehicle to insinuate misrepresen- 
tations, which are noi the less dangerous for being plausible. It is nothing else, in 
short, than the old controversy in disguise. 

Saint Chrysostom on the Priesthood, Translated —This work was mentioned in our 
January number, but as it is now for sale in Charleston, we insert the tollowing from 
a correspondent. 

‘ The publisher states, that this valuable work “tas undergone many editions in 
the original, and been frequently rendered into Latin, but though highly recommen- 
ded in this country and England, to the attentive perusal of suidents in Divinity, if 
has never yel veen transiated into English.” The meaning of the publisher must surely 
be, that ithas never before been translated into English, in Amerwca, for a copy of 
an English transiation is now in the Theological Libragy of the Protestant Episcopal 
Society, in Charleston. It is entitle’, “St Chrysostom of the Priesthood, in six 
Books. Translated from the Greek, by the Rev John Bunce, M.A. late Rector of 
Chingford & Pitsey, in Essex, London 1759.” It was published by subscription, for 
the benefit of the translator's widow. 

We are, however, pleased, that an American translation has been made, which, 
by muitiplying the copies, and thereby increasing the facilities of study, will be 
more generally read The notes which are appended, and the life of the Bishop, 
will render the work more interesting than the London ediion.” . 


' Ito 
Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianty in 
South- Carolina.— Theological Library. 

The Librarian reports the following donations recently made. 

By the Rev. Frederick Dalcho, M. D., Home's Deism Refuted, or Plain Reasons 
for being a Christian. 82 mo. half bound. 

By the Rev. Thomas I. Young, Chase’s Trial, 2 vols. 8 vo, boards 
Acts of the General Assembly of Benth-Carelina, 3 vols. Sve beards. 








- 


gab E piscopal Acts, Obituary—Calendar. 


» Champion's Considerations on the Present State of Great-Britain and the United 
States of Ameiica (1786 ) 8vo. hoards. 

Leland’s History ef Reqgnarkable Events in the History of Ireland, 2 v. halfboung 

Watts’ Latin Gramma?’ made Easy, 18 mo boards. 

Pugtia’s Federal Politician, 8 vo. boards. 

Mil's’ (Rev Thomas) Compendium of Latin Grammar, 18 mo. bound 

Drayton’s (Hon. John) Letters, written during a tour through the Northern and 
Eastern States of America, 8vo. boards, 

Churehman’s Magaziue for 1809, "10, and "11, in numbers, Svo. stitched. 

By the Hon. Thomas 5. Grimke, Missionary Herald, for January, 8vo. stitched. 

Biblical Repertory, for October, 8vo. stitched 

By \ E Miller, Watson’s Apology for the Bible, ISmo bound. 

Li Books in any department of Literature, will be gratefully received at the [). 
brary, No. 79 Bro#d street, between King and Meeting sts. Bibrary hours, between 
12 and 2 v’clock, every day, except Sunday. 

SS 
CBITUARY. 

Died, at St. Petersburg. on the 26th January, 1527, Miss ELeanor Isapexria Mp. 
prevon, of this city, second daughter of the Hon Henry Middleton, Envoy Ext. aor. 
dinary of the U.States, at the Court of Russia, aged 22 years, 6 months, and IU days 

ed kk heel 


EPISCOPAL ACTS. 
ONDINATIONS. 

Ry the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, Bishup of the Protestant Episcopal Church in South 
Caroli a—On Friday, April 20, +27, in Prince Georze’s Church, Wiuyaw, the Rey 
Pan! Trepice Keith, Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Order ot Priests. 

By ihe laght hev. Dr Moore, Bishop of the P. E. Church m Virginta—On Wednes. 
day, Mareh 28, 1827, in the Monumental Church, Richmond, Mr. George hirke was 
admitted to tre Holy Ord. « of Deacons. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. While, Bishop of the P. FE. Church in Pennsylvania, acting 
for, vad by the request of, the Bishop of New-Jersey, on Friday, April 6th, 1827, in 
Christ Church, Philadelphia, the Rey. William Bryant, Deacon, was udmitted to th: 
Holy Order o} Priests. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Hobar!, Bishop ofthe PE. Church in New-York—On Sundas 
Mareh Plth, 1827, in St John's Church, New-York, Me William R. W bittingham, an 
alu:nnus of the General Theological Seminary, was admitted to the Holy Order o! 
Deacons. 

By the Right Rev. Dr Brownell. Bishop of the P. E. Church in Connecticul.—On 
Sunday, January 21, 1827. in Christ Charch,Hartford, Mr. William Lewis was ad- 
mitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 

CONSECRATION. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Hobart, Bishop of New- York—On Thursday, March 22, 1827, 
St. John’s Church, Stillwater, N. York, was cousecrated to the Christian Worship o! 
Almighty God. 


». 
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CALENDAR FOR MAY. 
1. St. Philip and St. James’. ~~ 
2. Monthly Meeting of the Standing Committee of the Pro. Epis. Missionary 
Society. 
. Third Sunday after Easter. , 
. Monthly meeting of the Trustees of the Pro. Epis. Society, for the Ad 
vancement of Christianity in South-Carolina. 
. Pinckneyan Lecture in St. Philip’s Church. ’ 
Fourth Sunday after Easter. 
. Quarterly Meeting of the Managers of the Protestant Episcopal Sunday 
Scheol Society. 
. Fifth Sunday after Easter or Rogatwon Sunday. 


Rogalion Days. 


. “Ascension Day. 
- Sunday after Ascension: 
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